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As my Presidency comes to a close, I wanted 
to take a moment to thank all of you for your 
comments, encouragement and continued 
membership to the Eastern Alameda County 
Bar Association. I am grateful for the lessons  
I have learned being your President and I thank 
you for this opportunity.

I would like to extend a special thank you to our 
2013 Board Members for going the distance 
and making this year truly awesome. I antici-
pate and expect upward and onward growth for 
our membership. 

To realize this expectation, it continues to be 
our goal to encourage brand new members to 
join EACBA. To that end, we are offering a dis-
count for first-time EACBA members. For more 
information, please contact our Executive Di-
rector, Stacie Eiras at eacbalaw@gmail.com.

I encourage you to speak with your board 
members about your impressions, thoughts, 
and feelings about the luncheons at Faz of 
Pleasanton or any other pressing items.  We 
are approaching our first anniversary with Faz, 
and we would appreciate your input, as we 
want to ensure that you are enjoying the lun-
cheon speakers/topics. If you or anyone else 
you know would like to give a presentation  
at one of our luncheons next year, 
please contact our Executive 
Director, Stacie Eiras at 
eacbalaw@gmail.com.

One of the many joys of being the outgoing 
President is that I have the pleasure of intro-
ducing our incoming Officers of the Board of Di-
rectors. Without further adieu, please welcome 
our 2014 Officers:

President – John Lewman
Vice President – Denise E. Chambliss
Treasurer – Doris Hale Slater
Secretary/Membership –Thomas G. Borst
Bench/Bar Liaison – Michael E. Kyle
Flim Flam Editor –Lita Pettus-Dotson
Past President – Jillian E. Atuegbu

If you are interested in joining the Board of Di-
rectors, please contact me at jillian@cafami-
lylawgroup.com or our Executive Director, Sta-
cie Eiras at eacbalaw@gmail.com. 

As always, I am happy to respond to your ques-
tions, concerns, comments, speaker sugges-
tions and/or topics, etc., please feel free to 
contact me directly at jillian@cafamilylawgroup.
com.  

Save the Date!
Friday, December 6th

EACBA Holiday Party
See page 5 for details.
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Unperfected Titles: a Bankruptcy Trap 
for the Unwary
by Robert B. Jacobs 

Bankruptcy sometimes seems like a world removed. Most 
of us never touch a bankruptcy case - except only indirectly.  
Sometimes a client owes us fees - and instead of a check we 
get a notice of a Bankruptcy filing. Though we may not directly 
touch bankruptcy matters, we always know that the possibility 
of Bankruptcy is lurking somewhere in the background.

I remember my Secured Transactions class in Law School. At 
the time, it all seemed like a foreign language. Discussions 
about perfected and unperfected security interests seemed a 
bit confusing, and it wasn’t easy to understand why this “per-
fection” issue made such a big difference.

In Bankruptcy, the condition of title can be critical. Here’s a 
good example from an Idaho case. In 2007, a husband and 
wife sold a car that wasn’t yet paid off. The Buyers agreed to 
pay the sellers the amount of each remaining payment, and 
the sellers agreed to forward each such monthly payment to 
the lender.  The Sellers further agreed that after the loan was 
paid off, the Sellers would forward clear title to the Buyers.

The Buyers took possession of the car and made each of the 
monthly payments as agreed. After the last monthly payment 
was made, the lender sent the title document to the Idaho 
Department of Transportation. The Department issued a new 
certificate of title to the Sellers showing the Sellers as the own-
ers of the car free and clear of any lien. However, before the 
Sellers formally changed title to the name of the Buyers, the 
Sellers filed a chapter 7 bankruptcy proceeding.

During the Bankruptcy proceeding, the Buyers claimed that 
they were the equitable owners of the vehicle because they 
had paid the full purchase price and taken possession of the 
vehicle. The Bankruptcy trustee disagreed. Idaho statutory 
law says that a person has no ownership interest in a vehicle, 
equitable or otherwise, until their name appears on the title.  
Because the Sellers name appeared on the title, the Sellers 
were the only owners of the vehicle.  When the Sellers filed 
their bankruptcy petition, title immediately vested in the bank-
ruptcy estate that was to be administered by the trustee - and 
the trustee demanded that the Buyers return the car to the 
trustee.

The United States Bankruptcy Court for the District of Idaho 
held that under Idaho law, the Buyers had no right, title or inter-
est in the car. That means that the Buyers would have had an 
unsecured claim against the Bankruptcy estate for the amount 
they paid, but they lost the car. The car buyers were represent-
ed at the trial by counsel for the bankruptcy debtors. The case 
is reported at In re Woods (2008) 386 B.R. 758.

Tough deal. If buyers had been put on the car title before the 
petition was filed, the result would have been different. The 
result in California wouldn’t necessarily be the same - but the 
case illustrates the importance of titles in connection with 
Bankruptcy.

Why did this happen? Because there was insufficient pre-
bankruptcy planning. If the attorney handling the bankruptcy 
had advised his clients to change title before filing bankruptcy, 
then all of this could have probably been avoided.

Robert B. Jacobs is located in Pleasanton. He practices Bankruptcy, Business 
and Real Estate Law in the Bay Area and throughout California.

Calling all authors, inner writers or those with thoughts about legal issues, 
community events that want to attention issues in the Greater Bay Area, 

your FLIM FLAM has a pending April/May issue that needs articles.

Please email Lita Pettus-Dotson at litadotson@gmail.com or call 510-219-3564 
if you would like to make a contribution to your legal community.  

Think about it as “free publicity for your business and audience of judges, attorneys, 
legal professionals and business professionals throughout the Bay Area!!!”    

I need to hear from you by March 20, 2013. 
Thank you, Lita
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MEMBERS ADVERTISING

Free employment ConneCtion ServiCe

Paula Billanes is the Employment Chairperson for the 
Livermore-Amador Valley Legal Professionals Association 
(LAVLPA).   LAVLPA is the local chapter for legal secre-
taries, and legal assistants, and it is chartered by the state 
organization of Legal Secretaries, Incorporated.

As a service to local attorneys and law firms in the  
Valley, LAVLPA keeps a list of secretaries and legal assistants 
seeking employment, as well as freelance legal secretaries 
and independent paralegals.  As a free service to you, our  
Association will gladly advertise any employment needs 
from local firms in the Law & Notions, our monthly  
bulletin.  Law & Notions is sent monthly to all active 
members representing many law firms. The deadline for 
submitting employment advertisements is the last Friday 
of each month.

If Paula can be of service in either supplying contacts for 
employment or advertising your vacancies, please give her 
a call at (209) 640-9194, or e-mail her at paulabillanes@
yahoo.com.

Any EACBA member wishing to place a classified ad 
in the Flim Flam may do so for no charge by email-
ing litadotson@gmail.com. Ads will be published  
on a space available basis and a publication date cannot 
be guaranteed.  Ads for law office related materials will 
have publication priority.

SAY IT HERE!

EACBA Holiday Party  

Friday, December 6th   
12:00 PM

FAZ
5121 Hopyard Road

Pleasanton
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HomEtown EvEnts
DUBLIN
Keep Calm and Merry On: Holidays on the Homefront Exhibit
December 1, 2013 - January 12, 2014 • Wednesday to Sunday 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Dublin Heritage Park & Museums • 6600 Donlon Way Dublin
FREE
On November 26, 1942, the Navy established Camp Parks in Dublin as a replacement and recuperation center for 
Naval Construction Battalions returning from overseas. As the holidays approached the mood on the Homefront was 
marked by an anxious longing, magnified among America’s soldiers, sailors, and marines serving on the front lines.  
Explore the bittersweet memories of wartime  and learn how the “Greatest Generation” used great resourcefulness to 
celebrate Christmas on the Homefront.

30th Annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
Thursday, December 5, 2013 at 7:00 PM
Dublin Civic Center 
FREE
Bring the entire family as we kick-off the holiday season with entertainment and caroling while enjoying delicious 
cookies and hot chocolate. Free holiday refreshments will also be served. Please call (925) 556-4500 for more 
information.

Holiday Concert at the Heritage Park
Saturday & Sunday, December 7 & 8, 2013 at 3:30 PM
Old St. Raymond Church
Pre-purchased tickets: $5 youth (12 & under), $8 adult (13 and older)
Ticket prices at the door: $7 youth (12 and under), $10 adult (13 and older)
Jazz up your holidays with a light-hearted musical celebration of the season!  Popular Bay Area band, “Four and 
More” will perform some swingin’ tributes to the holiday season as well as traditional tunes that everyone can sing 
along with. “Four and More” is a five-piece band including sax and vocals along with piano, bass and drums. These 
concerts will bring finger-snapping, toe-tapping fun for the whole family.  

WALNUT CREEK
Walnut Creek On Ice 2013
November 15, 2013 - January 12, 2014
Skate until your heart’s content at an ice rink facility this holiday season.
For more information visit www.iceskatewalnutcreek.com

PLEASANTON
Pleasanton Hometown Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting Ceremonies
Saturday, December 7, 2013 from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
The City of Pleasanton will once again host the Annual Hometown Holiday Celebration to be held along Main Street in 
downtown Pleasanton. The centerpiece of this free event is a festive community-based parade followed by the light-
ing of a holiday tree in front of the Museum on Main. 

The parade always kicks off with one of Pleasanton’s award-winning high school marching bands from either Amador 
Valley High School or Foothill High School. The band is followed by dozens of holiday inspired entries including 
Pleasanton’s own Balloon Platoon, the Pleasanton City Council, hundreds of Cub Scouts and Brownies, local car 
clubs and dog clubs, and much more. 

Main Street Closure – 3:30–7:30pm
Parade – 5:00pm  (Floats, Marching Bands, Community Groups, and more )
Tree Lighting Ceremony approximately 6:00–6:30pm (following parade) 
• Special Appearance by Santa • Mayor Lights the Tree  • Community Sing-a-long

ALAMEDA
City of Alameda Mayor’s Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony
Saturday, December 7, 2013 - 4:30 pm to 6:15 pm 
Contact Phone: 510-747-7529
City Hall
2263 Santa Clara Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501
Come and enjoy performances from community groups followed by the Tree Lighting Ceremony and The Mistletones’ 
Rockin’ Holiday Show.  Event will be held RAIN or SHINE.


